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Here comes the sun
A velvet voice that delivers songs straight from the heart. Ryan Koriya (pronounced Ko-ree-ya) is a singer-songwriter in his own right and has been based in the UK since 2003 when he began to successfully build an international profile for his rock band Mann Friday. He also then took up the bass guitar so as to complete the band’s rhythm section as well as singing backing vocals. Ryan’s dedication and personal efforts were instrumental in building a sizeable Mann Friday following that saw the band top unsigned charts and even break box office records at legendary clubs in London. 
Fast forward a few years and Ryan is now enjoying his centre-stage roll as the purveyor of his own songs as he builds a following for his self-titled solo project. His influences include artists like Sting, Coldplay, Dave Matthews, John Mayer, Angus and Julia Stone, Radiohead, Bon Iver, Ray LaMontagne, Death Cab For Cutie, Muse and Kings of Leon to name but a few.

Ryan’s passionate acoustic-driven music has already found a home in many-a-listener's heart so early on in the game which has seen him sell hundreds of copies of his current self-produced limited-edition demo EP that has even led to him playing to overseas fans in Los Angeles. 

Ryan recorded this EP (on his laptop) whilst living in a massive abandoned hospital building at the heart of London’s W1, just five minutes walk from Oxford Street as he also busked on the London Underground for a living. The EP’s artwork lays out the story of his struggles in the form of pictures and a personal note outlining the challenges he faced in today’s very hostile arts world. 
Ryan is now in the process of recording the follow-up album which is inspired by London and fast-paced big-city life. Having temporarily relocated to his hometown to make his new album, he has been playing live shows alongside some of Zimbabwe's top artists including Oliver Mutukudzi and Dudu Manhenga. He has also recently shared the stage with South Africa's current top-liners The Parlotones at the Victoria Falls New Years Festival. Ryan has also enjoyed radio airplay in his home country with legendary mainstream DJ Hilton Mambo and others including Andrew Kiposa. He has appeared live on Zimbabwe breakfast TV and has also seen coverage on independent radio in the UK with stations like Bridge FM in the West Midlands. 

A Zimbabwean born and raised, Ryan started instrumental music by playing violin as a form-one pupil (13yr old) at Prince Edward High School in his then home town, Harare. He took up the cello a little later. Guitars crashed into Ryan's life in 2000 which was still two years before he finally found a way to get out onto a global stage, that being London, to take things to next level on his quest to becoming a performer on the world stage. After five years of focusing on Mann Friday, Ryan embraced his desire to take centre-stage and left his London day job in IT to fully pursue a career in music. Now armed with his first solo demo titled 'The Demonstration EP', Ryan is in the process of recording the follow-up album.
Ryan has busked around London and Birmingham as he continues to build a following with his riveting voice, both in person and on websites like YouTube. He is normally armed with a head microphone, a small busking amplifier, his fiery-red acoustic guitar and a foot-stomp tambourine. He's even had the occasional person who thinks he is lip-synching to a professional recording stop him from singing on the streets to investigate further and are surprised to discover that what they hear is indeed 100% Ryan Koriya and 100% live. 
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Ryan has moved back to his home town of Harare to record his new album. “I want to release an album inspired by big city life which also feeds off the current mood the world has fallen into due to the recession,” says Ryan, “something that will give hope to and will inspire other people who have come into hard times since then. Being an artist in these turbulent times is no piece of cake either, so I think we can feed off each other in a positive way. Artists know how to articulate what everyone else feels deep down. Sometimes it helps to just have a good cry; to feel that someone else really understands; or to look yourself in the mirror, buckle up and just get on with it. Music is the soundtrack to our lives and I want to touch people with my music the same way the music of my favourite artists touches me. That’s how I first realised I wanted to do this and do it in a big way.”

“I decided to move back home and cash in on the special kind of magic that this place has. Breathtaking sunsets, rumbling thunderstorms, smiling strangers and even the stars are brighter. I know that the energy and vibe here will be reflected in the new recordings. I can hear the angst and frustration that came through in the last record and living in a London hospital that also aggravated my hay fever (making singing very difficult) certainly didn’t help things. This time I will take my time and allow Mother Africa to help me assemble the various nuggets of gold that I have collected along the way. My job is to inspire those around me through my music and I can’t wait to set this one free”.
Ryan recently played a very successful headline showcase gig at Hoyle Field which (an open-air amphitheatre) by the US Ambassador to Zimbabwe’s residence in Harare. Ryan performed by personal invitation from Ambassador Ray and was part of the Daniel Pearl Music Days campaign. 

London’s Burning

The new album is to be called London’s Burning which comes from the idea that cities as big as London are ‘burning’ with so much life and movement all the time but despite the bright lights and fast pace, people can feel very ‘cold’ and lonely. The juxtaposition of being surrounded by human beings and struggling to feel any compassion or humanity. “Like my time in Zimbabwe, I’d like the album to be the calm in the storm for listeners. A headphones-friendly album that people can put on and be taken away for a while whilst they forget about their immediate worries. A warm sonic hug that says, it’s ok, you’ve made it this far, so you’ll make it through whatever’s weighing on your mind”. 

The planned leading single will be ‘Bruised Fingertips’, a piano-based track referencing the many hours spent on the London tube staring into the middle distance… ‘Been running the stairs again, you stop every now and then, and wonder what you’re doing here. Through the doors you’re running blind, shut your eyes to ease your mind, it’s time to start another day. No-one looks you in the face, they stare into middle space, as the train makes you swing n’ sway…’ Ryan would end up with calloused fingers after busking up to six or eight hours at a time on the Tube… ‘Your bruised fingertips still remind you how hard it is to climb this wall that gleams with hopes and dreams, your fingertips will heal with time’, as the song then goes on to offer comfort that the listener is not alone in the way they feel and encourages them to take time to stop and just feel the breeze.
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“Part of my message to the listeners is to try and stop and do the little things that we often push aside in the name of keeping up and not losing time. The little things like having a phone conversation with your mother or your best friend at the end of the day, or just stopping in the park for an hour at the weekend. The little things and the important people that make us who we are. I hardly made time for any of these things and pushed myself hard in London, I became someone I couldn’t recognise and ultimately had to go back to the green to rediscover myself.  All these experiences and challenges add substance to the art I create and I look forward to putting down the many songs that I have in-waiting over the next few years. 
The new album will be released this year and then Ryan plans to tour in the US, Southern Africa, Europe/Scandinavia and hopefully Australia/New Zealand in support of the record. 

His website has news, links and other media to check out. 
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“Here we all are, shaking hands, believing in superheroes… in secret.”
The next live RK show:
The Mannenberg, Fife Avenue Shops, Harare. Tuesday 22 February 2011

 Having recently played at The Mannenberg alongside Tuku and Dudu Manhenga, 

Ryan headlines his own show with guest artists.
Tuesday, Feb 22, 2011, 7.30 for 8pm start. $5 entry. Tickets at the door. Dinner and reservations also available on 0774435272, 0777093198 or at pamberit@gmail.com
Visit www.ryankoriya.com for free downloads and more.
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You can also buy Ryan’s first EP, download free MP3s and get hi-res photos from 
www.ryankoriya.com/press.htm
Email: Ruby Reynolds on press@ryankoriya.com 

Phone: +44779 229 3570
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